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Stay home, Stay Safe 
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                         FMS 8th grade -- “ Moving Up and Moving On” 
 

8th Grade Memoir --  Franklin Past & Present 
Oral History Project 

As part of an 8th grade ELA project this year, 
students interviewed Franklin residents to learn 
about the history of our town.  Additionally, 
students wrote their own memoirs.  Some of these 
memoirs were posted on the Franklin Township 
School District website.  These will become part of 
the living history of our town. Check them out! 
8th Grade Memoirs 

Virtual Video Yearbook 
Some 8th grade students 
and FMS and SGS staff 
members have put together 
a video of special 
memories of your 8th 
grade year. Click the link 
below to see it!  
Video Yearbook Grade 8  

Franklin High School Here We Come! 
 

- SPECIAL “Farewell” MESSAGE from Dr. 
Solomon  

 
.20200615_081202mp4 

 
The school board determined that all of the 8th grade promotion and 
activities would be virtual this year.  To get the full list of events, click the 
link below!  
8th Grade Promo Flyer2.mp4 

 

Franklin Showing Support Matters 
By Eliana Montas 

Franklin Township has done an awesome job of peacefully protesting to support the Black Lives Matter, 
civil rights movement.  One of the protests was held at Middlebush and transitioned to the library, where 
protesters kneeled for 8 minutes and 46 seconds as a memorial to the amount of time George Perry Floyd 
Jr’s neck was compressed by a Minneapolis police officer. One of the protests was led by FHS alumni, 
Jordan Browne. In a matter of four days, Jordan was able to lead 500 Franklin Township residents to 
memorialize the life that George Floyd lived, and to condemn police brutality. The link below is for the TAP Into Franklin 
Township website that holds a lot of information about past protests and how some Franklin Township/ Somerset residents are 

getting involved. https://www.tapinto.net/towns/franklin-township/  Remember, “You are never too young to lead and you should never doubt your capacity to 
triumph where others have not.” - Kofi Annan (Nobel Peace Prize laureate, Former Secretary-General of the United Nations) 

Recommended Reading for Young Adults -- Let’s Learn More About 
Diversity Issues...   
Education is the key to understanding.  Reading can be a bridge to help us see the 
world around us.  Here are some literary resources for students, family, and staff who 
would like to find easy access to books and stories by authors from diverse 
backgrounds.  These would make great choices for summer reading!  
The Brown Bookshelf 
www.thebrownbookshelf.com 
 

We Need Diverse Books 
https://diversebooks.org/ 

Black Lives 
Matter -- FMS 
Grade 8 
Teachers 
Express Their 
Concern For 

Our Community -- watch this 
video  

8th Grade Solidarity Video 
 

A message from our Language Arts teachers….Don’t become a victim of the 
summer slide!    It is critically important that students read over the summer; 
the more they read, the better!  
We encourage students to read every day and to utilize the Summer Reading 
Log. Reading keeps you engaged in the world and builds reading and writing 
skills. 
Click on the  link to access the summer reading resources for ideas and for 
links to free digital books.  
Digital Book Resources for Summer Reading 

A message from our school Media Specialist Mrs. Auguste……The Teen 
Summer Reading Program is fun and easy!  Students ages 12-17 just track 
how much time they spend reading or listening to books. Any reading counts! 
Participants earn raffle tickets based on how much time is spent reading. 
More reading time = more raffle tickets = better chance to win one of these 
great prizes! 
      Prizes are: $20 gift cards for Starbucks, Dunkin', Apple, Nike and Target.  
      Plus -- three $50 Amazon gift cards as Grand Prizes!  
All you need is a library card and the desire to win free stuff!  
Full details and sign-up at www.franklintwp.org starting on June 15!  

Our Schools -- Helping to Develop a “Voice for Change”Excerpt from a letter from Dan Loughran, Assistant Superintendent for 

Curriculum and Instruction  -- Dear Franklin Families... 
In the wake of the deaths of Ahmaud Arbery, Breonna Taylor, George Floyd, and others in similar situations, families have been 
understandably shocked, angered, and dismayed. We in the Franklin Township Public Schools want to help our students find 
creative ways to reflect and grow together in this time of social unrest. To do this, we have created a series of responsive 
learning experiences, A Voice for Change, differentiated for students in all grade levels. It is our intention to provide these 
opportunities for response and to come back to them periodically in future lessons on an ongoing basis.  Students will be asked 
to respond to surveys about what they are experiencing right now, view read-alouds about race, racism, and equality, and be 
given an opportunity to voice their thoughts and feelings in light of these events. 

================================================================================================================== 
As of June 11, over one thousand students had responded to the Voice for Change survey.  Based on data reviewed so far, students are most interested in learning 
about the following opportunities : -Knowing your rights   - Having conversations with people that just don’t understand  -How to Effect Change when you can’t 
vote  - History of Effective Civic Actions  -How to Manage Social Media if it is overwhelming -Sensitivity Training, Being Aware of your privilege, Police 
Brutality, How to handle racism, If you have a voice use it. 

 

Nickelodeon Declaration of Kids’ Rights: 
“You have the right to be seen, heard and respected as a citizen of the world. You have the right to a world that is peaceful. 

You have the right to be treated with equality, regardless of the color of your skin. You have the right to be protected from 

harm, injustice and hatred. You have the right to an education that prepares you to run the world. You have the right to your 

opinions and feelings, even if others don’t agree with them.”  Nickelodeon, 2020 

  

https://sites.google.com/franklinboe.org/franklin-oral-history/student-memoir-project?authuser=0
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1EO3OdYTqrcpdfypyKGfU1Hqy2lpj522V/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1o3z7LD9pkO3SqTTSxm2mfLmIi3SYcRhA/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1cjhV1OuBuCHLc9cu5iHBSreJgYgAFvey/view
https://www.tapinto.net/towns/franklin-township/
http://www.thebrownbookshelf.com/
https://diversebooks.org/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Zeqa_-0C7pAYi5duLMeC1BzqyzeZDyYo/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1QDvCjuQ5VLMf1D3tTr8Ew0u2cbCn17OORX4Ax28Pe9A/edit
http://www.franklintwp.org/
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Something to Cheer About -- FMS Launches Virtual Talent Show 
By Warrior Staff 

When the world as we know it gets thrown into chaos, it’s all the more important for us to stay 
positive; keep a sense of humor, and allow ourselves to smile.  Thanks to the FMS 6th Grade 
Advisory Board, our community had a great reason to smile this month when the first-ever 
Virtual Talent Show was launched.  We viewed fantastic performances from musicians, 
singers, martial artists, and even a costumed juggler.The original Talent Show was scheduled 
for Friday, March 13th, which coincidentally was the last day of school before the COVID-19 
outbreak and quarantine. This caused the cancellation of the 2020 show, which is typically the 
biggest fundraiser for the 6th grade class. According to 6th Grade Advisor, Mr. Villegas, “As the 
Remote Learning period continued and we all tried our best to focus on teaching and learning 
as times grew tougher, our Advisory Board members began to brainstorm ways to provide 
positive relief for the community in the form of a Virtual Talent Show.” Virtual submissions were 
open to all FMS students and staff, not only ones who were originally set to take the stage on 
March 13th; giving an opportunity for more people to showcase their talents and bring smiles to 
the many faces of Franklin. Overall, the committee received submissions from eleven students 
and five staff members. Each performer did an amazing job. Voting was held via Google Survey 
and was open to all FMS students and staff for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place finishes, while one lucky staff 
performer was set to take the top spot. When polls closed on June 12th after 525 votes from the 
Franklin community, we had our winners! The scores were very close and the winners are:  
 
Student Winners 
1st place: 8th grader Kennedi Smith -- Singing 
2nd place: 6th Grader Abigail Balda --  Singing 
3rd place: 6thGrader Ryan Carlberg -- Guitar 
 

The winning staff performer was 7th Grade HSC Math teacher, Ms. Cunha for her memorable TikTok dance performance. 
 

All in all, the 6th Grade Advisors were pleased with the final show and video.  Said Mr. Villegas, “My co-advisor Mrs. Krause and I were overwhelmed with the 
amount of support and positive feedback by the Franklin community, and we truly believe it was a success. It brought smiles to the faces of many, and we hope 
the show was able to provide sixteen minutes (and maybe even more!) of positivity to the lives of Franklin Warriors everywhere.” 
 

Just in case you missed the incredible talents, you can watch it here.  Click this link:FMS 2020 Talent Show.mp4 
 

   NEWSFLASH -- June 22nd is  FRANKLIN “Warrior Wellness” DAY 
 

The Franklin School district has decided to end the school year with a day to unwind and to celebrate good vibes.  Earlier in June a 
letter was sent to all Franklin families from Mr. Thomas, the Supervisor of Health and Physical Education, K-12.  The letter is 
summarized here.  
 

Dear Franklin Families, 
We hope this letter finds you all safe, happy, and well.  While our families and schools learn how to work together in these 
challenging times, we understand this can be a stressful experience for many.  Indeed, it is important for our Franklin community to 
not lose focus on our collective minds, bodies, and spirits.  With this in mind, we are excited to announce that Phase 5 will include a 
"Warrior Wellness Day."  This is an opportunity to let go of academic pressures and embrace our mental and physical health and 
well-being. 
 

The teachers at our middle schools and high school have designed fun, relaxing activities during Warrior Wellness Day.  We see how hard our students have 
been working, and our hope is to provide them with a mental break as a recharge before we finish off the 2020 
school year. 
 

Please find our “Tic Tac Toe” board attached; it has nine boxes, and each box contains three activities related to 
physical health, fitness, or mental down time. Choose the one you like most. Once done, put an “X” and move to 
another box. To complete the Warrior Wellness Day, you will complete three activities either across, down, or 
diagonal on the board. 
 

We would love to see these Warrior Wellness Activities in action! Please share pictures and videos of your family participating with your child’s PE teacher. 
We hope this is a meaningful experience for you and your family, and perhaps such mental and physical health activities will become part of our collective 
routine as we continue to work together this spring and summer. 
 
Link is here: Warrior Wellness Day - Phase V- Day 1 

 

7th Grade “Good Bye”  from Advisor, Ms. Moore to Grade 7 Classroom (with Edmodo 
code) --sign in to send your personalized wishes to your grade 7 peers. See you next year!  
 
Edmodo Instructions 

 
 VIRTUAL ART SHOW  
A message from our Art Teacher Ms. Soden…… 
Due to not being able to hold an in-person art show this year, I 
have created a virtual art show to share. I have included 
artwork from earlier in the year as well as artwork from virtual 
learning assignments. The video is set to music that was 
created by Ms. Ketrow’s 6th grade exploring music students. I 
am very proud of our students and the resiliency they have 
shown during this time. 
Art Show 2020.mp4 

Virtual Yearbook Signing 
On behalf of the 8th Grade Advisory and 
the Yearbook Club we invite the entire 
FMS Community to participate in our 
Virtual Yearbook Signing Event using 
Kudoboard.   In the presentation linked 
below, you will find the link to each 
grade level’s kudoboard as well as directions on how to use 
the website.   We have asked all teachers to please post the 
PPT in your google classroom on Monday, June 15th so all 
students will have access to participate in the virtual 
yearbook signing.  Virtual Yearbook Signing Event for 
ALL GRADES: Virtual Yearbook Signing 

 
  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1nPVED6HHJH-KcOIfM7J_YpRf-QC6zSHb/view
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1mpa-gINwa6EVOxoQkJbPoMmvdC_kdQL4hsd2ktHHzxE/edit?ts=5ece943b
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1k2JL9VClSUQ0G9W7yNDX_0tUD20ELWoTalI7eN-pOfw/edit#slide=id.g860e2dd862_0_0
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1nDKGbjkXQcK8y_l7pybkpcrSbHj3mQH_
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1h2aTQto9gxSsNtAuswVWv6iGh5qPA0MTpgrmiSYzlaI/edit?usp=sharing
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STUDENT QUARANTINE REPORT  
 by Warrior Staff 

The Warrior Spirit staff was curious about what kids in quarantine have been doing when they were not being occupied by Chromebooks, Google Meets, and 
schoolwork.  So...we took an informal poll among our friends and fellow students to see if we could find out. Overall, six Warrior Spirit Staff members 
surveyed 25 fellow students to see what has been keeping us happy, energized, and engaged.  The results are here:  

  
 

Wondering About Opening School in September-- 
Will We “See” You In September?  

By: Afia Asamoah 
With the COVID-19 pandemic 

raging throughout the United States 
and other parts of the world, millions 
of students have had to learn remotely 
for the past few months. Starting in 
late April, many places in the U.S. 
have opened up public areas, such as 
barber shops, restaurants, and beaches. 
Nonetheless, American students are 
feeling left in the dark about whether or not they will be returning to school in autumn. 
Here are some common queries concerning the nature of school during a pandemic.  
 

● Will schools implement social distancing measures? If so, how will that be 
accomplished? 

● Will there be rotating schedules for students? 
● Are school busses still an option for students? 
● What will the cafeteria look like? 
● Will contact sports and activities such as football and dance have to be 

cancelled? 
● Will Franklin schools still host concerts and showcases? 
● Is online learning the best option at this point?  

 
Comic 

 

New Ways to Say Hello -- Say Goodbye to Human 
Contact 
By Warrior Spirit Staff 

 
Once the world 
starts getting back 
to socializing 
again, we are 
going to face a lot 
of changes. 
Something as easy 
as saying hello 
could look very 
different.  You can 
be pretty sure that 
handshaking, 
hugging and 
high-fiving are 

going to be distant memories. 
According to The New York Times (April 26, 2020), here are a few 
new ways to consider greeting our friends in the “new” world and 
showing love from a distance. 

1.  Finger Heart -  Follow the K-Pop craze by making a “finger 
heart” by putting your thumb and index finger together, 
making sure that the recess at the top of each finger touch.  

2. Jazz Hands - Be like Broadway stars and extend your hands 
away from you with palms facing out.  Then, separate your 
fingers and shake your hands in the air. 

3. Vulcan Salute - Copy the old school 
“Star Trek” scifi tv series and act like 
an alien Vulcan creature.  Stretch out 
one hand, palm facing the other 
person.  Then, separate your middle 
finger from your ring finger so that 
they pair up with your index finger and pinkie, creating an 
open “V” form.  

4. Blowing a Kiss -  No instructions needed...Just air kiss your 
own hand and blow the kiss into the air toward the person six 
feet away. 

5. Foot Shake -    Similar to TikTok moves, this move is only 
for coordinated people and can only be used when the six feet 
restriction is lifted! When standing close together, reach one 
foot out and tap the other person’s same foot.  

 
 

The Real Warriors -- Staff 
 

Advisor:  Mrs. Trach 
Editor:  Dhrumi Pandya  

 
 Afia Asamoah    Chijioke Azu    Lanise Chiles    Eliana Montas     Ivy Pennyfeather 

 Governor Murphy Says…. 
New Jersey has entered stage two:  Child Care, Outdoor 
Dining, Non-Essential Retail have returned. On June 22, Salons 
and Barbershops can be opened. Wearing of masks and social 
distancing measures must be followed 
For ongoing, up-to-date information about the pandemic in 
New Jersey, use this link to the official state of NJ website: 
New Jersey Information Hub : https://covid19.nj.gov/ 

 

  

https://covid19.nj.gov/
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FMS National Junior Honor Society Pays Tribute to Essential Frontliners 
By Warrior Staff 

 
Saying “Thank You” is simple, but sometimes overlooked.  Early in the Covid-19 quarantine, the FMS 
National Junior Honor Society (NJHS) with their advisor, Ms. Cooke found a way to continue their tradition 
of doing service projects in the school community.  The NJHS members were tasked with coming up with an 
idea that did not rely on in-person gatherings or ones that seek donations in a time of uncertainty. After 
brainstorming several ideas to support the Franklin community, the members decided to spread gratitude by 
creating a video message to support the many essential workers within our own families and communities. 
The video supports two of the five pillars of the NJHS organization; citizenship and character, as it 
recognizes the critical contribution of essential workers.  Many of our students and staff are constantly 
worried about their own family, friends, and neighbors who may work in health care, food service, delivery, 
retail, emergency services, and other frontline businesses -- who are going out into the world every day and 
risking virus exposure for the good of others. Ms. Cooke had this to say about her student members, “I was very impressed with the excitement and 
willingness of our students to take on this project; they felt strongly about creating the video.  When watching it, you can clearly see that their sentiments 
reveal the depth of their empathy at this difficult time.”  Thank you, NJHS and THANK YOU Frontliners and their families! 
 
LINK = NJHS Thanks You!.mp 

 

Summer Fun Activities in Franklin 
By Eliana Montas & Ivy Pennyfeather 

Due to Covid-19, a lot of extracurricular activities have been 
shut down, but some are currently reopening now. Summer 
is just around the corner, so let’s check out some of the fun, 
social-distancing, summer activities going on in Franklin 
this summer! 
 
 The Township of Franklin 
summer recreation camp 
program has been canceled for 
the 2020 season, according to an 
announcement from the 
township.  However, there will 
be 
a FREE virtual summer camp 
opportunity that will soon be available to the children of 
township residents entering grades 1 through 6.  Campers 
will have the opportunity to connect with counselors online, 
according to officials. There is a possibility that  more 
traditional recreation opportunities will be available later 
this summer.  Keep checking the Franklin Township website 
for up to date information 
www.franklintwpnj.org/rec  
 

Community Resources to Help Us Through Pandemic Isolation 
By Lanise Chiles 

With all this spare time on our hands many people have put effort into 
being kind to one another. Here’s a local act of kindness that has 
touched the hearts of many. In New Brunswick NJ,  an associate 
professor at the Rutgers Graduate School of Education,  Judith Harrison 
has  created BehaviorBosses.com. This website offers a collection of 
behavioral resources and materials specifically geared to help caregivers through the 
pandemic. Due to Families and their routines  being completely transformed by the 
pandemic, most parents are dealing with both their child’s remote learning and their jobs. 
practices in behavior may be put aside for the time being. Harrison, an expert in education 
psychology with an emphasis in emotional and behavioral disorders, wanted to share her and 
others' knowledge with parents. So after receiving feedback from school districts about the 
challenges children and adults are facing while learning and working from home, Harrison 
gathered GSE alumni Colleen Belmonte, a board-certified behavior analyst; Sean Brown, a 
behavior disabilities teacher; and Alyssa Baran, an elementary teacher, to discuss the kind of 
support that would most benefit parents. The four experts created multiple how-to videos, 
academic and morning schedules, behavior plans, activities, visual schedules and ways that 
parents and children can chart their behavior. The GSE experts have also built visual 
schedules to help with structure while making time for fun activities. Harrison suggests that 
parents print one out and put it where their children can see and follow it. The website offers 
strategies that teachers use every day, but parents might be unaware of or haven’t used in a 
while. In addition to these resources, the website provides parents the opportunity to join a 
community, converse online with other parents and directly ask these experts questions. 
For More information visit the website: https://www.tapinto.net/towns/franklin-township/ 

: 

Stay (N)ice and Cool With this Summer Recipe 
By Ivy Pennyfeather 

Summer is just around the corner, and the temperatures are starting to rise. Cool down your water while also giving it a small burst of flavor, or make your 
own DIY popsicles. 
 

What you need: 
- Ice cube tray/Small cup 
- Freezer 
- Your favorite drink or powdered flavoring 

 

Directions: Ice cubes 
1. Fill up the ice cube tray or cup with your favorite drink; Fill it with water and add your flavoring into it 
2. Put the tray or cup into the freezer and let it freeze for a couple of hours/overnight 
3. Take it out of the freezer and pop the ice out of the tray or cup 
4. Drop the cubes into a glass and Enjoy 

 

 Summer Crafts to Keep You Busy and Creative 
By: Dhrumi Pandya 

The school year has finally come to an end, and we are now stuck at home with nothing to do.  Here are some fun and easy 
crafts that you can make when you're bored in your house.  Click on the links below for some fun ideas! 
 

❖ Decorative Banner 
 

❖ Chalk Paint 
 

❖ Bird Feeder 

  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1xQ0GdmK34SQHRK9sQVTovqLb7giyAUzy/view
http://www.franklintwpnj.org/rec
https://www.tapinto.net/towns/franklin-township/
https://sites.google.com/d/1W3WzPjJox-7GFi4VBo4Ut5opsIFZi6Xx/p/1oErBUWzEMgjSDbZZRF3eDwR4dfD1a2zN/edit
https://sites.google.com/d/1W3WzPjJox-7GFi4VBo4Ut5opsIFZi6Xx/p/19iLh2iDuZI0-_vN2RK93SSTv_HU1CQNW/edit
https://sites.google.com/d/1W3WzPjJox-7GFi4VBo4Ut5opsIFZi6Xx/p/1-KdWPIeHPosBeJrIP9w_vLHQiDqklrmL/edit
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